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the $25.00 gift certifi-
cate in the March 
Newsletter’s Word 
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 A Guide to Figuring 
How Much Mulch, Topsoil, 
Gravel, Plants, and Fertil-
izer for an Area. 

 Now that you’ve got 
spring fever and caught the 
planting bug, you need 
some practical advice 
on how much material 
you actually need for 
your ambitious land-
scaping projects. 

 First Step:   Calculate 
the Area for square footage us-
ing one of these formulas. 

                                    Rectangle: 

                                  Length x width 

 

                   Triangle: 

         Length x width 

                                               2 

   

 

       Circle:  

                          3.14xradiusxradius 

 

 

 

 

Odd Shapes: 

Break it up into indi-
vidual forms and then 

add them 
together. 

            O d d 
shaped areas 

can be broken down into a series of 
squares, rectangles, triangles or cir-
cles.  Calculate the area of the indi-
vidual components and add them 
together.    

Step two:  How many plants do I 
need?     Once you know your total 
area (square footage), you can 

then use another calculation 
to figure how many plants you 

need.    

 Suppose our rec-
tangular bed was 4’ wide by 10’ 
long.  Using our area calculation we 
figure out that the square footage of 
this bed is 40 sq. feet (4x10=40).  
Now in this 40 sq. ft. area we want 
to plant impatiens.   The next step is 
to decide how closely we want to 
plant the plants together.   Obvi-
ously, the closer you plant the 
plants together, the faster it will 
look “full and lush”; conversely, the 
more plants it will require.    For 
this scenario, let’s plant the impa-
tiens 6 inches apart or on 6 inch 
centers.   

 Follow these steps: 

Multiply:  6”x6” = 36 sq. inches 

Divide:  144 (number of sq. inches 
in a sq. ft) by 36 sq. inches = 4 
plants per sq. ft.  

Multiply:  4 (number of plants per 

Continued on page 2 
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sq. foot) x 40 sq. ft. (our bed area) = 160 
plants.   

Divide:  Total amount of plants by the 
number of plants in the flat of flowers 
(for example some flats have 36 plants 
per flat and some flats have 48 plants 
per flat).  We’ll use 36 here. 

160 plants divided by 36 plants in a flat 
= 4.44 flats of im-
patiens to plant 
our bed. 

 To take the 
same bed and 
plant it with the 
perennial daylily 
in a 1 gallon pot 
and plant them 16 inches apart.  Calcu-
late the same way. 

Multiply:  16”x16”=256 sq. inches 

Divide:  144 (number of sq. inches in a 
sq. ft.) by 256 sq. inches = .56 plants per 
sq. ft. 

Multiply:  .56 x40 sq. ft (our bed area) = 
22.40 plants. 

 Now figure how much mulch  
we need for our 40 sq. ft. flower-
bed? 

 Depends on how deep we want 
the mulch to be.  To put mulch on this 
bed 3 inches deep, figure as follows: 

Multipy:  area (40 sq. ft. here) by the 
depth  (3”/12 inches per foot=.25 feet) 

40 x .25 feet deep (cubic feet)=10 cubic 
feet. 

Divide:  Total number of cubic ft. we 
need (10 in this case) by the number of 
cubic feet in a bag of mulch (most come 
in bags of 3 cu. ft.) 10 divided by 3 = 
3.33 bags of mulch. 

 These same basic calculations 
work for gravel and topsoil.  Remember 
that there are 27 cubic feet in a cubic 

yard.   If you are required to purchase the ma-
terial by the yard, you will have to convert your 
cubic feet measurement into cubic yards by di-
viding the total amount of cubic feet by 27.  For 
or rectangular 4’x10’ bed  at 3 inches deep the 
calculations would look this this:   

Lengthxwidthxdepth/27 

4’x10’x.25 = 10 cubic ft./27 cubic ft. (cu. ft. in a 
cu. yard)=.37 

 

This means we do not need a full 
yard (27 cubic feet) of material.    
We need 37% of a yard (roughly 
somewhere between a third to a 
half of a yard). 

 Now, letôs fertilize the 
lawn.   For this exercise, let’s 

pretend the total lawn area is 20 feet x 20 feet 
or 400 sq. ft. and it is recommended that our 
lawn needs 1 lb of nitrogen per 1,000 sq. ft.   We 
could use a formulation of 8-8-8 or 13-13-13 or 
25-4-8 fertilizer, but the amount to apply would 
vary according to the amount of nitrogen (the 
first number in the formulation).  To apply 13-
13-13 to our 400 sq. ft. lawn at the rate of 1 lb. 
nitrogen per 1,000 sq. feet. Figure as follows: 

Divide:   the nitrogen (first number in the fertil-
izer formula) in this case 13 into 100 (available 
nitrogen per 100 lbs. of fertilizer), which would 
be 7.69 (100 divided by 13 = 7.69).   So approxi-
mately 8 lbs of 13-13-13 would provide 1 lb. of 
nitrogen per 1,000 sq. feet.  But we only have to 
do 400 sq. feet, so: 

Divide:   400 divided by 1,000=.40 so we need 
40% as much.    

Multiply:  8 lbs. x 40%=3.20 lbs. of 13-13-13 

If our yard had been 5,000 sq. ft., we would 
have multiplied 8 lbs. x 5 (5 times as much) for 
35 lbs. 

 Knowing how to calculate how much ma-
terial you need for any given area,  helps pre-
vent unnecessary purchases and leftover mate-
rial. 

Measuring up in the Garden, cont. from page 1 

Knowing how to calculate how much ma-

terial you need for any given area, helps 

to prevent unnecessary pur-

chases and leftover materials. 
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GETTING TO KNOW M & M LANDSCAPEõS 
PERSONALITIES  

 From time to time, I will be 
interviewing M & M Landscape and 
Lawn, Inc.ôs employees to feature in 
the Newsletter.  Selected for the 
spotlight this month is Lawrence 
McMahon, ñLarryò.   Larry has been 
employed by M & M Landscape 
since March, 2005.   Larryôs strong 
points are horticultural knowledge of plants 
and irrigation know-how.  We hope you enjoy 
getting to know our employees as much as we 
have: 

Interview 

 

I live in:   Mountain Home, Arkansas. 

Birth place:  Bethesda, MD 

My family includes:   Wife:  Nancy, Daugh-
ters: Caitlin & Lucky, and Son-in-Law:  Kevin 

The one thing I think Arkansas should be 
more passionate about is:  Educa-
tion/Conservation 

When and how I got into the plant/green 
industry:  1995.   Love for plants made me 
interested in becoming a nurseryman. 

What I currently do in the plant/green in-
dustry:  Landscaping and irrigation.  Problem 
solving, installation, and repair. 

A few of my all-time favorite songs are:   
While my Guitar Gently Weeps, Stairway to 
Heaven, and Turn to Stone 

My most prized possession is:  Home 

My favorite item to snack on is:  chocolate 

The best advice Iôve ever been given:  Do 
unto others as you would have them do unto 
you. 

A food Iôll never eat is:  Liver 

My favorite holiday is:  Christmas 

The most daring thing Iôve ever 
done is:  Extreme camping & 
rock climbing 

Something I would like to 
achieve this year, that I didnôt 

last year:  More family time 

The hardest thing Iôve ever 

done was:  Put my dog ñRoxyò down. 

The person who has had the greatest 

influence on my life is:  My mother 

My favorite childhood memory is:  Rac-
ing submarines with my dad. 

My favorite season is:  Spring 

My favorite decade of my life was:  1990 
& 2000 

My all-time favorite movie is:  Slingblade 

The first car I ever owned was:  Datsun 
510 

The hardest thing about being an adult 

is:  No recess & money 

If I could live anywhere in the world, I 

would live:  Havenôt figured it out yet 

The most memorable news event of my 

life:  Man on the moon 

My worst fear is:  WWIII 

My favorite outdoor activity is:  Garden-
ing/camping/fishing 

As a child, my dream career was:  Fire-
man 

If I could have lunch with any person, 

dead or alive, it would be:  the President 

The best gift I ever received was:  Kids 

If I could give on piece of advice to the 
younger generation, it would be:  Slow 
down. 
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 Azaleas have earned an unmerited bad 

reputation as being finicky and hard to grow.   

In actuality, azaleas are relatively pest-free, for-

giving and easy to grow plants.  Their cultural 

needs include: 

 *moderate climate, zones 6-8. 

 *shade is preferable, 

but some do well in full 

sun,   depending upon the 

variety. 

 *slightly acid soil is 

best. 

 *mulch about an 

inch or more around the 

root zone and a thicker 

layer between plants to help 

keep moisture in the 

ground, even out the soil temperature, and keep 

weeds out. 

 *moist, but well-drained soil.   Keeping 

your Azaleas watered after bloom and through-

out the summer helps to produce more flower 

buds for next year. 

 *fertilize in early spring after bloom, but 

never late in the summer, as this promotes new 

growth late in the season which may be killed in the 

winter. 

 *do major pruning soon after they bloom.  

This allows your Azalea to set bloom buds for next 

year during the summer.   

 Plant habits of differ-

ent varieties of Azaleas are 

many and varied, ranging 

from under a foot to well 

over 15 feet for some.   Some 

Azaleas, known as species 

Azaleas, or native Azaleas, 

are deciduous, while others, 

primarily those native to Ja-

pan, are evergreen.   Flower 

colors can range from yellow, to pink, white, red, 

purple, or  orange in the deciduous varieties and 

white, and various shades of purple, pink, red, and 

reddish orange in the evergreen varieties. 

20% off 1 Azalea Plant 
Must present coupon at time of purchaseðnot redeemable for cashð
for one time retail purchase at M& M Greenhouse only, not valid 
for landscape services-1 per customer-not to be used in connection 

with any other promotional coupon 

Expiration Date: Good through May, 2007 

Hwy. 9 South, Melbourne, Arkansas 

Phone:  (870) 368-5522 

M & M Landscape and Lawn, Inc. 

APRIL CHORES 
 1.  April is a great time to plant 

most vegetables.   Itõs still cool enough 

until about mid-month to plant the cool 

season veggies and warm enough mid-

month to plant the warm season vege-

tables.   Mulch is invaluable in the gar-

den to conserve soil moisture and 

moderate soil temperatures.  

 2.  Lawns:   This is not the 

month to spray for weeds on your 

warm season grasses.   Lawn grasses 

are in the green-up stage now, and are 

most sensitive to chemicals.  Mow 

those blooming and seed-setting winter 

weeds, but donõt spray at this time.    

Wait until May and spray 

post-emergent herbicides 

such as MSMA or 2-4-D. 

 3.  Hold your right 

hand up and repeat after 

meé.I do solemnly swear to 

take better care of my Azal-

eas this year.   Your Azaleas 

would really appreciate a 

little love and attention this 

year.   Resolve to prune 

your Azaleas  for size and 

shape as soon as they are 

finished blooming for the 

year.   Also, a good fertiliza-

tion with an acid-forming 

azalea fertilizer will greatly 

enhance their health and 

vigor.  If you note that some 

of your Azaleas are looking 

anemic or yellowed, try a 

foliar iron spray.   Also, sus-

pect that the soil ph is not 

correct for your acid loving 

Azaleas.   Lift the plant and 

work in a good amount of 

peat or composted organic 

matter and replant the Azalea 

for a long term fix. 
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 Q.  What do you get when you cross a canary and a lawn mower? 

 A.  Shredded tweet. 

                    *****************  

TOP TEN SIGNS YOU HIRED THE WRONG KID TO MOW YOUR 
LAWN 

1. He shows up with a pair of nail clippers and a Ziploc bag. 

2. On the side of his mower you notice the stenciled silhouettes 
of thirteen cats. 

3. Stops frequently to nap inside the grass-catcher. 

4. Always trying to impress you by stopping the mower blades 
with his head.  

5. You notice him shoving the last of his clothes into the mulcher. 

6. šŸLƆ ŹŴƆŶżƁŴƇŸŷ ŵƌ ƇŻŸ ŷŸƇŴżſƆ ƂŹ ƌƂƈƅ ŻƂƀŸ ƆŸŶƈƅżƇƌ ƆƌƆƇŸƀ. 

7. Stops every couple of minutes to smoke some clipping. 

8. Somehow manages to mow the hood ornament off your Lexus. 

9. ŭƈƅƁƆ Ŵ źƂŴƇ ſƂƂƆŸ ŴƁŷ ƆŴƌƆ ŻŸLſſ ŵŸ ŵŴŶž żƁ ƇŻƅŸŸ ƊŸŸžƆ. 

10. No toes. 

                   *******************************  

 Looking for something cool to do with the grandkids?   
Go to www.Kewlbox.com/games to help Granny battle it out against an 
army of frogs dropping from the sky. 

 

 

Garden humor 

 On March 13, 2007, Linda spoke to 18 Izard County Head Start students 

about plants and how plants grow.   Linda described her job at the nursery and ex-
plained to the children how plants can be grown from seeds, bulbs, 

or cuttings.  The chil- dren were given their own seeds to plant 
and tend.  The children enjoyed Linda reading Mrs. McNosh and the 
Great Big Squash  fol- lowed by craft time where the children got 

to create òGrass Haired Manó. 

 Once the children water and tend òGrass Haired Manó 

he will reward them by growing a nice head of hair.    

 This year marks the 4th year that Linda has u n d e r t a k e n 

this project with the children.   Mrs. Judy Wooley of the head start 
program stated that some students from 4 years ago still have and tend their òGrass 

Haired Manó. 

 

ANNUAL BEDDING PLANTS AND HANGING BASKETS NOW IN STOCK 

APRIL HOURSñMON. -FRI.  9-6  

SAT. & SUN.  9-3     

APRIL WEEKLY SPECIALS:  5 for $10.00 NICE 1 gal. size  

4/4 thru 4/11  Nellie R. Stevens Holly  

4/11 thru 4/18  Henry Garnet Sweetspire  

4/18 thru 4/25  Blue Viburnum  

4/25 thru 5/2  Manhattan Euonymus  

Greenhouse Happenings 

Grass Haired Man 
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KIDS COLORING CONTEST 

RULES 

1. No purchase necessary. 

2. Coloring contest open to children 

ages 1-12. 

3. Color the artwork using colored 

pencils, paint, crayons, or colored 

markers 

4. Enter as many times as you like. 

5. One winner selected for ages 1-6 

and one winner selected for ages 

7-12. 

6. All entries should be mailed 

to M & M Landscape and 

Lawn, Inc., HC 80, Box 1100, 

Sage, AR 72573 or deliver to 

M & M Greenhouse/Nursery, 

Hwy. 9 South, Melbourne, 

Arkansas.  Entries must be 

received by 5:00 p.m. May 3, 

2007.  Winner in each cate-

gory will receive a Rose bush. 

7. By entering, participants in this 

promotion agree that the spon-

sors, their employees, their 

affiliates, retail accounts, or agents 

shall not be held liable for injury, 

loss or damage or any kind result-

ing from participation in this 

contest or from acceptance or 

use of the prize awarded or from 

any prize related activity.   Entries 

and other correspondence be-

come the property of sponsor 

and will not be returned.  All 

decisions are final. 

NAME:______________________________________   AGE:________________________ 

PARENTõS NAME: _________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS AND/OR TELEPHONE NUMBER_________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY___________________________________STATE________ZIP_________________ 



 Owners, Jeff and Linda McAnally, are both Arkansas 

Certified Nursery and Landscape Professionals.  

 Jeff has worked in the horticultural business since 

1986.  Operating first a residential and commercial lawn care 

business.  M & M Landscape and Lawn, Inc. was incorporated 

in 1994 and we opened our garden center/greenhouse.  Jeff, 

as President, monitors the day to day operations of the land-

scaping division.  His training includes plant propagation 

workshops, Arkansas Certified Nurseryman Program #195, 

continuous study of horticultural books, literature and trade 

articles, yearly seminars at Arkansas Green Industry Associa-

tion events. 

 Linda has been involved in greenhouse management 

and nursery retail since 1995.  Linda has completed the 

ACNLP certification program #283, and oversees the day to 

day running of the retail nursery as well as works closely with 

the plant propagation and growing-on of cuttings and liners to 

a salable product.  

Mailing Address: 

HC 80, Box 1100 

Sage, AR 72573 

Physical location:    

Hwy. 9 S, Melbourne, AR 

 

Phone: (870) 368-5522 

Fax: (870) 368-5522 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve 

you! 

M & M Landscape and Lawn, 

Inc. 

WHY LANDSCAPE? 
can be a great family 

activity.  Proper land-

scaping can attract 

beautiful butterflies 

and songbirds by 

providing nesting 

sites, food and cover 

for countless species. 

  

6. Nightscaping lighting 

systems allow you to 

enjoy your landscape 

after dark, creating 

more time for hectic 

lifestyles. 

7. Landscaping helps 

hold the soil in place 

and reduces erosion 

and runoff. 

8. Create more usable 

space with proper 

terracing & retaining 

walls. 

1. To make your home and 

neighborhood more beau-

tiful, functional and enjoy-

able.  Plants mark the 

changing seasons, and add 

grace and seasonal color.  

Landscaping makes a 

house feel like a home. 

2. Conserve energy in the 

summer  and save you 

money.  Properly planted 

trees can cut your air-

conditioning costs by 15-

35%. 

3. Increase your property 

values.  Landscaping in-

creases the perceived 

value of your property by 

as much as 15%. 

4. Conserve energy in the 

winter.  Proper landscap-

ing can slow cold winter 

winds, and can cut your 

heating costs 10-20%. 

5. Landscaping is fun.  Plant-

ing and caring for plants 

CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE!!!! 
mandmlandscapeandlawn.com 

M & M LANDSCAPE 

AND LAWN, INC. 
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